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Established in 1960 under the auspices of UNESCO, the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission or IOC was 

created to promote international cooperation and to 

coordinate programmes in research, services and capacity 

building, in order to generate knowledge about the nature and 

resources of the ocean and coastal areas; and to apply that 

knowledge for the improvement of management, sustainable 

development, the protection of the marine environment, and 

the decision-making processes of its Member States.

Since 1987, IOC has enjoyed functional autonomy within 

UNESCO. This means that unlike other UNESCO sectors, IOC’s 

functions and activities (within the guidelines of its founding 

mandate) are almost wholly dependent on IOC’s own Assembly, 

composed of all States members of the Commission. In other 

words, IOC defines and implements its own programme while 

reporting directly to its Assembly and UNESCO’s General 

Conference.
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The IOC  has been a key player in the recent international debate on Sustainable 

Development as it relates to the ocean. This debate was highlighted during the 

UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20). 

In fact, the outcome document “The Future we Want”, contains 20 paragraphs 

dealing with “the ocean and coasts” plus 3 on SIDS. At Rio, there was support 

among countries for the formulation of a Sustainable Development Goal 

dedicated to the ocean, and IOC is contributing to that process as well. We 

participated in UN/DESA Group of Experts Meeting on Rio+20 Ocean Follow-up 

in New York (April 2013), highlighting role of ocean science and observations, 

contributed actively to the preparation of Ocean Policy Brief through the UN Task 

Force and next week will participate in and co-host a side event at the last OWG

on SDGs which will focus on the ocean, forests and biodiversity.

Finally, IOC has been closely involved in international partnerships for ocean 

conservation including the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the 

World Bank’s Global Partnership for Oceans.
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The IOC achieves its high level objectives by engaging its Member States and 

the larger ocean science community in different programmes that fall into the 

following functions:

A. Fostering research to strengthen knowledge of ocean and coastal processes 

and human impacts upon them [Ocean research] 

B. Maintaining, strengthening and integrating global ocean 

observing, data and information systems [Observing system / data 

management] 

C. Developing early warning systems, services, and preparedness 

to mitigate the risks of tsunamis and ocean-related hazards [Early 

warning and services] 

D. Supporting assessments and information to improve the science-

policy interface [Assessment and Information for policy] 

E. Enhancing ocean governance through a shared knowledge base 

and improved regional cooperation [Sustainable management and 

governance], and 

F. Developing the institutional capacity in all of the functions above, 

as a cross-cutting function [Capacity Development] 
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